









2 February, 2009
To Whom It May Concern: Letter of Recommendation for: John Dolan
It is a pleasure to write this letter on behalf of John Dolan. John has been with us at St. Luke’s for six years, the last year and a half of which I have worked closely with him when he joined my department as our middle school computer teacher. He teaches the entire 5th, 6th, and 7th grade at our school. Specific elements of the curriculum that he has been involved in implementing and revising during this time are:
 In fifth grade, use of email; keyboarding skills; understanding safe and ethical use of the Internet and developing skills in finding and evaluation of information; use of Microsoft Word and PowerPoint to organize and present information, and use of digital cameras and image editing software such as Photoshop.  I was particularly impressed with his revamping of the unit on Internet safety that he did last year as part of a Peer Review exercise.

In addition to the skills begun in fifth grade, his sixth grade students are introduced to blogs, podcasting, and digital movies, using technology resources that demonstrate and communicate curriculum concepts to audiences inside and outside the classroom; he involves them in collaborative projects that investigate curriculum-related problems and issues, while continuing with their instruction in the use of MS Word and PowerPoint. He introduces them to Microsoft Excel as a tool for analyzing numerical information. 

John’s 7th grade students continue to build on all these skills, undertaking projects all year long in conjunction with their American History, Science, or English classes. A particular point of emphasis this year for him has been the integration of multicultural education practices into is curriculum at all three grade levels. St. Luke’s is currently engaged in a comprehensive curriculum mapping process, which has afforded him the opportunity to analyze his students’ subject areas and collaborate with their teachers to design meaningful experiences for them, as well as reinforce technology skills that they will use going forward. 

Unfortunately, it has been decided that this approach to computer instruction at St. Luke’s is to be abandoned, in favor of technology education being done by subject teachers within the context of their classrooms, as opposed to in a separate class. Therefore, John’s position has been eliminated.
 His enthusiasm for his subject, his loyalty to my department, and his hard work on behalf of his students will be missed. Personally I always felt his personality, his Irish spirit, his sense of humor, and his infectious laugh made his classroom a good place for his students to explore the wonders of computers. I recommend him to you unhesitatingly, and if I can provide any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Sincerely yours,

Jeff Kress

Chairman, Computer Department & AP Calculus Teacher  

 kressj@stlukesct.org                                  (203) 801-4843
