
Letter of Recommendation for John Dolan



February 5, 2009
It is my pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for John Dolan. I have known John since the fall of 2003, when he first joined the St. Luke’s faculty as a member of the 5th grade teaching team. In that seven year span I have had ample opportunity to observe, first hand, his work in the classroom, in parent conferences, in faculty meetings, in committee work, and as a member of his teaching teams. He has ably handled his teaching duties, which have included classes in Language Arts, Reading, Mathematics, Social Studies and Computer Science. He has also directed, co-directed, been a member of the tech crew, and acted in(!) a number of Middle School Drama productions. His versatility and willingness to pitch in and support areas of need are important character traits.

John works hard to organize interesting, thought provoking, and relevant lesson plans. Classroom activities are often both creative and engaging, adding depth to students understanding of the subject matter. Students have commented that Mr. Dolan is “cool, really fun, nice …” and that “he explains things well in math when they don’t understand.” While teaching in the 5th grade John put technology to good use daily, as students could often be seen enjoying video/movies via “United Streaming,” working to solve math problems through the use of available software, investigating topics through internet research, or expressing their ideas through word processing and digital storytelling. Indeed, John successfully meets his annual goal of “integrating technology into his daily lesson plans.”
A true believer in professional development, and always hungry to expand his knowledge, John has attended a number of workshops and institutes each school year, and has fully engaged himself in a graduate program toward an advanced degree in Educational Technology. He attends all grade level meetings, sharing ideas, and contributing positively to discussion about students and program. As a member of the 5th grade team he initiated several exciting activities and trips to more fully support our curriculum. John also communicates clearly and frequently to parents, sending home regular progress reports for all of his students.

John Dolan is a highly principled and conscientious colleague. He follows the rules, lends a hand wherever asked, and expects the same of others around him. He is mature, responsible, hard working, and highly motivated. He’s worked effectively with the students of St. Luke’s, and he continues to grow and learn on a professional level.





Sincerely,





Gareth Fancher





Head of Middle School 
