Internet safety Podcast Script
Cyberspace is a great place to learn and be entertained. It’s a great place to visit web sites that interest you and to post comments on blogs. How exciting to think that people all over the world can read and respond to your comments. What about the web sites and blogs that ask you to enter your private information, your name, age, the name of your school etc? Before entering any information online, you should stop and ask yourself “Am I being asked to give out information that reveals who I am or where I can be found?” Such things as your name, your address, the name of your school, your school address, your E-mail address, your phone number, your social security number, your mother’s maiden name, your parent’s place of work, photos in which you can be recognized and your passwords are all considered to be private identity information. Passwords protect your private identity information, including your screen name or E-mail account. Only your parents should know your password. Never give a password to anyone else—not even your friends. Don’t use passwords that are easy to guess—like your nickname or your pet’s name. Combinations of letters, numbers, and symbols are harder to crack than just words.  
You wouldn’t give out any of the latter to a stranger on the street, so why would you give it to someone online? So, protect yourself and your family by not giving out private identity online without the permission of your parents. On the other hand it is okay to share information about yourself and family that cannot be used to identify you or them.  This kind of information is called personal information.  Examples of personal information are your age, whether you are male or female, how many brothers and sisters
you have, your favorite music, your favorite food, how many pets you have and the name of your pet.  

You might become friends with someone in cyberspace. You may never have met this person face-to face but you might share your thoughts about school, friends and your family with them. The questions you must ask yourself is do you really know if your online friend is male or female?  Do you really know how old they are? The thing about online friends is that you can’t really know for sure that they are who they say they are. Cyberspace can be a wonderful place if you use caution. That's why it's important to be careful about what you share about yourself or your family online.
